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Dove Tales

Angels
Corner

We are all angels
with only one wing.

We can only fly while
embracing each

other.
—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…
… to Tom Eggum for his visit to
Holy Spirit to spread the Good News
of Jesus, and sharing his inspirational
stories of Hope 4 Kids
International…

… to Faye Bastarache and Rev.
Jennifer Zahnow for filling in for
Tim and Pastor Paul at the 5:30pm
service on January 26…

... to Marcia Chapman and the
Fellowship Team for serving lunch
before the January 27 Congregational
Meeting…

… to Sue and Dan Mayer for
coordinating Family Promise and to:
the evening and overnight hosts; the
dinner providers and the food
suppliers…

… to ALL who donated blood for the
Blood Drive…

… to Keith Hopkey for finding and
repairing sprinkler water leaks

… to Elaine Hansen, Dean
Chapman, Mirium Tsui and Jane
Wittes for leading and/or assisting
with the Children’s Lenten Program…

… to Tim Beasley, Sue Crowder,
Ben and Karen Dahlke, Paula Perez,
Bryan Peterson, Andrew Silva, and
Carol Spitzer for the Jazz Worship
Music…

… to Michele Anderson-Beck,
Jackie Hopkey, and Dottie Stockton
for upgrading software in the office
computers…

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER
TO DO GOD'S WORK.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and policyholders for your donations to date - $701 - for the 2013 general budget.

Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.

Easter Joy

Now let the heavens be joyful!

Let earth her song begin!

Let the round world keep triumph,

And all that is therein;

Invisible and visible,

Their notes let all things blend,

For Christ the Lord has risen,

Our joy that hath no end.

—St. John of Damascus

FINANCIAL STANDINGS January 2013 Year-to-Date 2012

Ministry Program Income $  27,921.91 $ 27,921.91

Ministry Program
Expenses

$  31,800.46 $ 31,800.46

Difference $ -3,878.55
2,795.322,02
9.94

$ -3,878.55

Debt/Building Income $    4,408.00 $ 4,408.00

Debt/Building Expenses $    6,953.00 $ 6,953.00

Difference $ - 2,545.00 $ - 2,545.00

NET INCOME $ - 6,423.55 $ - 6,423.55
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Pastor Paul’s Letter

March 2013

Dear friends in Christ,

The following poem is a Lenten reflection written by
Rev. Theodore Ploplis and located on the web site of
the Sisters of the Resurrection.  It was referenced in Sundays and Seasons:
Year C 2013, a guide to worship planning published by Augsburg Fortress, our
ELCA publishing house.  I think it offers much for our reflection again and
again, especially in this season of Lent.  It could be called “Fasting and
Feasting”.

Fast from worry and feast on divine order by trusting in God.
Fast from complaining and feast on appreciation,
Fast from negatives and feast on affirmatives.
Fast from unrelenting pressures and feast on unceasing prayer.

Fast from hostility and feast on non-resistance.
Fast from bitterness and feast on forgiveness.

Fast from self-concern and feast on compassion for others.
Fast from shadows of sorrow and feast on the sunlight of serenity.
Fast from idle gossip and feast on purposeful silence.
Fast from judging others and feast on Christ within them.

Fast from emphasis on difference and feast on unity of life.
Fast from apparent darkness and feast on the reality of life.
Fast from thoughts of illness and feast on the healing power of God.
Fast from words that pollute and feast on the phrases that purify.
Fast from discontent and feast on gratitude.

Fast from anger and feast on optimism.
Fast from personal anxiety and feast on eternal truth.
Fast from discouragement and feast on hope.
Fast from facts that depress and feast on what uplifts.
Fast from lethargy and feast on enthusiasm.
Fast from suspicion and feast on truth.

Fast from thoughts that weaken and feast on the promises that inspire.
Fast from problems that overwhelm and feast on prayer that undergirds.

It is our hope that our Wednesday evenings this month will benefit you in such
fasting and feasting.  Please join us on the 6th, the 13th and the 20th for a simple
soup and bread dinner (we’ll begin at 5:45pm and ask that you arrive by
6:15pm); or join us for worship with Holden Prayer Around the Cross (and a
children’s program) from 6:45 to approximately 7:15pm.  Worship will afford us
the opportunity for prayer in song and quiet, and a brief witness from one of
your fellow fasters and feasters!

Your friend in faith,

Pastor Paul Hansen
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Music Minister

Charming Music?

oday I’m thinking about “music” and how it affects
people in different ways. One song can reach right into
someone’s heart and work a miracle. That same song

can make someone else grab their ears as if in pain. Music in
one’s past can transport us to another time. New music can
take us to places we’ve never been. Music can heal and it can
hurt.

An example of music affecting people in
different ways is the musical setting we’re
using for this year’s midweek Lenten
services. For years we had used “Holden
Evening Prayer” for service and we
became quite comfortable with it. We
would drag it out and dust it off and belt it
out for five weeks. There’s nothing wrong

with it. In some manner, Lent had become Holden Evening
Prayer.

A few years ago Holden Village introduced a new prayer
liturgy called “Prayer Around the Cross.” We decided to try it
for Lenten midweek worship. Although there was a little
grumbling, the response was generally good. People were
moving past the music into a deeper sense of God’s presence
and telling about it. We were also intentionally sitting in
silence during the liturgy, waiting for the Lord.

We’ve used Holden’s “Prayer Around the
Cross” liturgies for a couple years and we
are using it again this year. But, this
music and format that has comforted so
many isn’t the first choice of everyone.
Some may want to hear older. And that is
how music can transport us to another

time, such as 1985 when Holden Evening Prayer was written.

What’s the point? As I think about how music affects people
differently, it becomes obvious that it’s not music that has the
power. The point is that it’s our expectations of music and
reactions to music that has power. I want new music for new
generations. Others may want old music for many other
reasons, which may be just as valid. I may want classical
music because it has stood the test of time. Others may want
newer compositions because classical music has no meaning
for them.

There is an old saying that comes from a play by William
Congreve in 1697. He writes, “Music has charms to soothe the
savage breast, To soften rocks, or bend a knotted oak.” We
know that throughout time music has been a part of the human
experience and we will continue to hear it in heaven. So, the

point is that music in itself has no power. It’s only when we
use and receive it for God’s glory that it becomes powerful in
a spiritual sense.

William Congreve’s play quoted previously also brings us
another famous quotation. “Heaven has no rage like love to
hatred turned, Nor hell a fury like a woman scorned.” I’ll have
to give that quote a little thought. There must be some
theology in there somewhere.

In closing, if you don’t like a particular piece of music - be
patient. There’s more to come and some to return. Maybe right
now this one isn’t for you.

Blessings,

Youth Choir

Our youth group, S.T.O.R.M., is forming a choir and drama
troupe to take part in this year’s Easter Vigil. Thanks to
JoAnn Nance for her support in getting this started. We’ll be
meeting on the first three Saturday afternoons in March from
1:00pm to 3:00pm. All youth are welcome. Our topic will be
the Jonah story.

Summer Camps

Plans are being made now for summer music camps for
children and youth. Watch for full details in next month’s
newsletter or check out the music section of our website at
www.holyspiritlasvegas.org/music/. Information will be
posted there as it happens.

Easter Choir

Join the choir for Easter. We’ll be practicing a special anthem
on March 7 and 14 at 6:30pm. We’d love to have all our
festival singers back. We’ll sing at just two services with just
maybe breakfast in between. Please plan to join us!

Get Involved In Music

Our music ministry is always evolving to meet the needs of
our congregation and mission. If you are musically talented
and are not involved with music here at Holy Spirit, please
consider offering your gifts. I’m happy to meet with you about
joining one of our music groups or starting a new group.

T

Tim Beasley
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Ministry Coordinator Project Seed

Easter Vigil ~ March 30

he Easter Vigil, observed the night before Easter, has
quickly become one of my favorite worship services.
This service retells God’s redemptive work from

creation to resurrection. What an exciting story! If you have
not had the chance to participate in the retelling of God’s story
at an Easter Vigil, I encourage you to make it part of your
Holy Week journey and Easter celebration. The Easter Vigil
Service is followed by a Vigil Party—a celebration of Jesus’
resurrection. The Easter Vigil and party will be March 30,
2013. I hope to see you there!

The planning team for the Vigil Party is forming. Do you love
to plan parties? Do you get excited about planning the details
and executing the plan? If so, you are invited to share your
passion as part of the Vigil party planning team. Call me at
645-1777 or 232-8383.

Serve with JOY!

The annual Easter
Breakfast will be from
8:30am to 11am on
Sunday, March 31 in the
Fellowship Hall.
Suggested donations are
$3 per child 12 and under,

$5 per adult, and $15 for families of four or more.
Sign-up posters for food and time donations will be in

the Narthex.  Please have all food donations delivered to
the church no later than Saturday, March 30. Proceeds
will benefit Youth & Family-sponsored trips and Project
Seed.

There will be a brief training Friday, March 29 at
6pm in the Fellowship Hall for all volunteers assisting the
day of the breakfast.  Please contact JoAnn Nance at (702)
712-7920 with any questions. Thank you for your support
and assistance in making this another successful event!

Have you heard about Project
Seed? Project Seed is an eight-
month program designed to share
Christ’s love in our community,
through small group projects while
raising money to repair and make
improvements to our aging building.

Our building and surrounding
property are challenged with many
projects that require large funds and
field experts for repair. Some of
them include: replacing the roofing
underlay and repairing the roof;
replacing and repairing the landscape

irrigation, trees and shrubs; repairing the cracks and restriping
the parking lot; replacing the fellowship doors and replacing
some of our air conditioner units.

Do you have a project you have been itching to do or
support, to improve our Church? Let’s do it!!!

A family has already very generously donated $10,000
towards these projects - this is our SEED amount. Praise
God! Don't miss the Project Seed kick off Sunday, March
3! Check out our website for more information, to pledge for
projects, and see the progress reports!
www.holyspiritlasvegas.org.

Planting Christ’s Love  One Seed at a Time

Michele Anderson-Beck

A Sign of Spring

In The Story of the Easter Robin
(Zonderkidz), Dandi Daley
Mackall retells an old
Pennsylvania Dutch tale of the
robin’s compassion as he
witnessed Jesus’ death.

On Good Friday, a plain
brown robin flying over Jerusalem was curious about the
“nest” atop Jesus’ head. When the bird realized it was a
crown of thorns, he tried to dislodge it. As the robin pulled
out a long thorn from Jesus’ forehead, a drop of blood
landed on the bird’s breast, staining it red. Now the robin’s
red breast is a symbol of Jesus’ loving sacrifice, and the
robin’s early-spring song is a reminder of Jesus’ joyful
resurrection.

T

Devra Betts
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Children’s Ministry
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults

through Christian Education and Fellowship.

“The Easter Garden”, a Children’s
Lenten program continues to be
offered during the Wednesday evening
Lent Worship service. All children
age 3 (fully potty trained) through 5th
grade are invited to attend March 6, 13
and 20. The children will be adding to
an “Easter Garden” banner each week,
so we look forward to seeing you
every week!

Thank you so much to Elaine
Hansen for serving as Leader for the
“Easter Garden” program! Thanks
also to Mirium Tsui, Dean Chapman
and Jane Wittes for serving as
helpers.

Our annual
Easter Egg Hunt
for the Sunday
School children
will occur on
March 24 (Palm
Sunday), during
the Sunday
School hour.

Parents, if you are able, please
contribute a dozen filled plastic Easter
eggs for each child. Eggs may be
filled with candy, small toys, stickers,
tattoos, etc. Filled eggs should be
given to your child’s Sunday School
teacher before March 24, if possible,
however they will be accepted on
March 24 as well.

We encourage
our Sunday School
students to bring an
offering each week.
The amount isn’t
important – it’s

teaching our children to share what
they have with others. We contribute
our Sunday School offering to
Mahamadou, a young boy in Mali,
Africa, to Family Promise here in Las
Vegas, and to our church.

Thank you for serving, Jan!
Jan Ferraro,

our Sunday
School Director,
resigned from her
position the
beginning of
February, due to a
conflict in her
work schedule.
We are so sorry to
see her go and

very grateful for her many years of
service as Sunday School Director.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry meets
Sunday, March 10 – 11am

Fellowship Hall
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING!
Contact Faye Bastarache,

645-2497 with questions or for
further information.

Discipleship ~ Small Groups ~ Prayers ~ Martin’s Mart
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ

and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.

One to One -
Willow Creek Ministry

Dear and faithful servants,

We have ceased our ministry at
Willow Creek as our attendance there
had dropped to just a few a week. The
ministry called, “One to One” at
Willow Creek began 10 years ago and
we are proud to have had the privilege
of bringing them the Word in
Scripture, song, and stories.  Mostly,
we connected with them in pure love -
of course this worked in both
directions.  The offerings given by
them supported several children in
India.

Just think, serving 52 weeks a
year times 10 years—it has been a lot
of Saturday nights!

This may be a resting time for our
ministry at Willow Creek, or a
jumping off place to serve elsewhere.
Either way, may God bless each of
you for your faithfulness.

I personally thank each of you
who have served over the years.

Lee Brand

Holy and
awesome God,
we worship and
praise you,
especially for
revealing your
glory to us
through our Lord
Jesus.  We ask

for faith to listen to Him and to trust
that, because of His suffering, death
and resurrection, we are eternally
secure in you.  Shine your light on us
and through us.

We give you thanks for healing
and for functioning bodies.  We bring
before you all who seek healing and
relief, especially: Denise Azbill,
Warren Cady, Roy Cameron, Kevin
Cannon, Rebecca Cleveland, Lillian
Dilworth, Kim Erickson, Dale
Geiger, Helen Geraci, John
Granttham, Laura Haynes, Cheryl
Heim, Susan Hicks, Garnett
Howard, Charlie Kesling, Dale
Klimek, and Vivian Krainski.

Also for Lisa Mueller, Chuck
Nelson, Debby Powell, Jean
Pritchett, Joe Proto, Bev Quirk,
Shirley Rogers, Janet Saterlie, Joyce
Saylor, Janet Sprague, Alma
Suckow, Ed Vargas, Mary Ann
Wallace and Stan Wonola.

We pray also for Jake Ambos’
mother, Claudia; for Faye
Bastarache’s grandsons, Landon and
Parker; for Joy Clark’s father,
Atley; Linda Clayton’s mom;
LaShone Manning’s father, Jerome;
Patti Moyer’s dad, Albert and
brother-in-law, Jim; and for Greg
Trunoske’s mother, Carol.

God of comfort and strength, we
pray for Sandy Hughes and all who
mourn the loss of Sandy’s brother.

Into your loving hands, gracious
God, we place ourselves and all our
prayers, spoken and unspoken,
trusting in your mercy through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Family Promise (continued from
page 10)

The overnight hosts:
Lee Brand, Eric Olsen, Kevin
Deleeuw, Stan Tsui, Mike Jolls, Rita
Claerbaut, Barry Clayton, Ray
Betts, Jim Clark
Charitable donation:
Bev Dietderich, Alison Rodriguez
Laundry:
Ruth Ann Isaacs

Thank you all for your support in
making this project a huge success.
We tried to remember everyone who
participated, but if anyone was
omitted, please accept our apology,
you are truly appreciated.

We look forward to hosting the
Family Promise guests again
September 22 - October 6.

God’s blessings to you all,
Sue & Dan Mayer

Debbie Marshall

Martin’s Mart Memo
..the rendering of this ministry not
only supplies the needs of the saints
but also overflows with many
thanksgivings to God.

II Corinthians 9:12

And what a ministry this
is…Martin’s Mart has been serving
the needs of saints and sinners for
some 43 years.  It was started by the
Lutheran Churches in the Las Vegas
Valley in October of 1971; they chose
the name “Martin” from the founder
of our Church, Martin Luther.

The location of the shop at 1219
South Main Street lends itself to walk-
in customers, who by and large, are in
need of low-cost merchandise. The
available wares are all donated by
generous givers throughout the Valley.
The prices are kept affordable to
accommodate the buyers and to fulfill
our goal of helping those in need.

We always have two workers in
the shop, either serving as cashier or
sorting and pricing donations as they
come in.  We are open six days a week
and of course, always welcome new
volunteers.

After all expenses were paid out,
we were able to donate a total of
$1,200 to Safe Nest and Family
Promise this past year.

We salute the 28 volunteers who
donated a total of 3,000 hours last
year…some as few as two hours to
one who has served 539 hours!  These
volunteers represent eight Lutheran
Churches and one Baptist Church in
the Valley. Editors note: Holy Spirit
has two volunteers – Sally Magnuson
and Jo Wilson (Jo serves as Vice-
President of the Board.)

Our president, Judy Schacht,
made a special effort last fall to enlist
new workers by placing “Wanted”
posters in some churches and had
some success.
We were invited to a “Volunteer Fair”
at First Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in November.  They served a
lovely lunch and many volunteers
were enlisted for various church
groups.  A few new volunteers signed
up to help out at Martin’s Mart.  What
a wonderful day!
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Fellowship

“March winds
and April showers
bring the pretty
May flowers.”  At
least, that’s the
way we said it in

the Midwest.  Well, I’m tired of
winds; we haven’t had any recent
showers, but I am ready for the
flowers!  How about you?

March is a
busy month for
the Fellowship
Team … at least
on Wednesday

evenings we’re busy.  The Soup and
Bread Suppers have been quite a
success thus far.  I want to thank all of
you who have brought pots of soup to
share with others prior to our weekly
Lenten services.  We will continue to
have these suppers through March 20
(my birthday!!). Again, thank you for

your soup donations as well as your
monetary donations.  I’ll let you know
in the April newsletter the
“beneficiary” of these funds.

Backtracking to February, I want
to let you know that the Fellowship
Annual Bake Sale was once again a
great success.  We were able to raise
$444.25.  This money will be used to
purchase hand
sanitizers for the
Fellowship Hall.
Right now we
are investigating
the types
available and, of
course, the cost
as well as the
number of
sanitizers to
purchase.  Your comments and
suggestions are welcomed.

Last month I mentioned that a
new (slightly used) coffee maker had
been donated. Due to safety issues,
space, and lack of necessity, it was
donated to a “new home”. The

employees at the Habitat for Humanity
ReStore on Flamingo were the happy
recipients. I am very pleased that it
will be put to good use daily.

In response to my plea for the
kitchen upkeep last month, apparently,
some of what I said ‘hit home’.  Thank
you for your continued efforts in
cleaning up after yourself (or after
others who have been a bit more lax
than you). Everyone pitching in
leaves a whole lot less work for
others, and it
also leaves a
smile on my
face! 

Well, that’s
all for this
month.  Let’s see
if we get those
April showers, or
maybe the May flowers will start to
appear instead!

Ruth Ann Isaacs
839-0362 home 839-8201 cell

2risex@cox.net

Weak Tea — Strong Coffee

I’ve always been a restless sleeper
and again on another night of
sleeplessness, God whispered four
words into my sub conscious, “Weak
Tea, Strong Coffee”. I vaguely
remember asking the Lord, “What
does that mean?” And the Lord told
me to just fill in the blanks. I got out
of bed and wrote the words down and
actually went into a sound sleep.
After I woke up I turned the computer
on and the keyboard typed this up.

Sometimes I feel as transparent as
a glass of weak tea.

There is some color there, but
weak just like my belief in my
Creator.

At times it is not very strong and
it is apparent that I am a Christian of
convenience.

Doubting the wisdom of the Lord
and could he possibly love me,

And if He does, ? WHY
At times, many times I have felt

like a failure.

Failures with relationships, all
kinds of situations, and events in my
life during my many years on this
green earth of ours.

Ever an asset, I doubt it.
I can’t remember the last time I

was happy or content.
There has been no joy to find, no

inner peace.
I know what the issue is, it’s ME.
The Lord hasn’t left, I have

abandoned Him.
He’s been by my side and I’ve

chosen to ignore His presence.
There was a time when I was

filled with joy and life was good.
Those are the times when we

should be giving thanks for all His
goodness, kindness, and generosity.

But, most of us do not stop to
give thanks for the good times and for
everything he has provided.

I’m guiltier than most.
I need to take a lesson from the

prophets of old, and get down on my
knees with folded hands and say,

“Our Father who is in
heaven………..”

And genuinely ask for His
forgiveness, love, and grace.

When times are rough we should
be on our knees and there should not
be any difference between the good or
bad times of our daily life.

My new goal is to wake up and to
thank the Lord for this new day of my
planned life and obey his direction.

I’m going to switch from a
Christian, who is as transparent as a
cup of weak tea, to one who is bold in
the Lord, and as strong for Him as a
newly brewed pot of coal black coffee.

Praise be to God.

Jimmy McDonald
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Maxwell’s Musings

“Spring bursts
today, for Christ

is risen and all the
earth’s at play.”
—Christina Rossetti

The calendar tells me
spring begins this
month, however at the
time I’m attending to
this column, it’s windy
and COLD.  I have to
stay bundled up for a

while longer!
Thanks to Milt Collins, of the

Metro Volunteer Police, for sharing
this story of volunteer married
couples.

There are two things that most
MVPs who are retired seem to have in
common. First, since most have
moved here from somewhere else,
they state their reason for relocating to
Las Vegas as “getting away from the
cold!” Second, they say that they are
busier now than when they were
working for a living. Ron and Ruth
Ann Isaacs are no exception.

(Visit our website,
http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org
to check out the bright yellow shirts and
jackets worn by the volunteers!)

Both grew up and spent their
working lives in the Chicago area.
Ron was a telephone installer and
repairman with Ma Bell and all its
subsequent entities, including AT&T,
for 31 years. During that time he was
part of the installation team for the
nation’s first 911 system. Ruth Ann
worked at various office jobs,
including writing insurance policies,
as a church secretary, and as a medical
transcriptionist in a pathology lab;
being close to the hands-on activities
there convinced her to move in to the
human resources office!

Ron and Ruth Ann met as
attendees at a church. She was a
widow and he divorced, and soon they
discovered that they were right for
each other. That was a quarter-
century ago, and they will celebrate
their 25th anniversary in April.

When they thought about retiring,
Las Vegas came to mind. On their
first visit here, 12 years ago, they were
awed and a bit overwhelmed by the
Strip and wondered if this was really
the place for them. A trip around the
area in a rented car, however,
convinced them that this was, indeed,
a good place to retire, get away from
the cold, and do nothing. Ha!

Shortly after moving here, they
attended Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church, intending only to become
parishioners. That lasted about a
week. They grew ever more involved
and now spend much of their free time
working on church dinners, printing
programs, choir, ushering, and more.
A fellow churchgoer and MVP, the
late Joe Langenberger, convinced
Ron to become a Metro volunteer,
which he did in 2004.

During his first years as an MVP,
Ron participated in VIVA, both on the
Strip and at McCarran, trained with
CERT, and did handicap parking at
Bolden Area Command. He finally
convinced Ruth Ann to join him in
handicap parking and she became an
MVP in mid-2012.

Asked about hobbies or other
interests, the Isaacs proudly show
their extensive collection of
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(Editor’s note –
Judy’s article sharing her “stories” of
the recipients of the Christmas baskets
arrived after the newsletter deadline

last month.
However, her
reflections are
always so
heartwarming,
that it is being
printed a couple
of months ‘after
the fact’.)

HANK YOU!
From me and
the six families

and the many
individuals we
helped at Christmas.
For my part, I would
like to thank you for
giving me the opportunity to share
your blessings with so many. I may
do the leg work, and yes, I do it from
the heart, but I would have nothing to
do if it weren’t for all of you.

The first Christmas delivery was
made to a grandma raising four
children (I know what that’s like). We
spoke with Grandma for a few
minutes, I with my Santa hat on, and
my husband, Jim with his Elves’ hat,
(oh so cute!).

Several younger children were
playing in the street. Of course, the
Santa and Elves’ Hat were quite the
attraction. I had a young girl ask me if
I was really Santa’s helper. I told her
I surely was; she then asked me if I
had something for her. Those of you
who know me, know that NO child
will be left out. I told her I didn’t
know—had she been a good girl?

“Yes!”
“Well, I have to check with Santa

to see if you are on his ‘Naughty or
Nice’ list.”

“I haven’t done anything naughty,
I have been really good!”

“Nothing naughty? No?”
At this point, I pulled a big bag of

stuffed animals out of the back seat,
told her to pick anyone she wanted.
She took the biggest bear, then came
back and asked, “Can I change this
one?” She then took one of the
smaller ones telling me someone else
might want the big one.

The truck was surrounded by little
children, and we had stuffed animals
or toys for all of them, but we got the
best present - all the HUGS and
parents coming out and thanking us -
what a GREAT start to the day!

Another family, three small
children. The youngest child, a girl,
two years old, had been beaten by her
mother’s boy friend a year ago.  She
spent most of the year in the hospital
and she has the mental ability of a 10-
to 18-month old. One of her gifts was
a doll in a stroller with a motion
sensor which giggled when there was
movement. Perfect gift for this young
lady and her dad said it truly brings
her to life.

My son-in-law on the other hand,
had the life scared out of him. I was
using his garage as my Santa’s
workshop. Curt went in the garage
early one morning getting ready to
leave for work. Turned the light on
and nearly jumped out of his skin,
when the doll started to giggle.

Three children, moving to
Pahrump the day before Christmas,
leaving friends and going to a place of
uncertainly. They were brought to my
attention, so I had someone bring them
over and I took them to my Santa’s

workshop and
let them each
pick out a
gift. Tears in
their eyes,

they stated that was the nicest thing
anyone had ever done for them.

I also baked cookies for a young
man - that was all he wanted for
Christmas - homemade cookies. His
mom was in the hospital, and he and
his siblings (four altogether), were
home and the older brother was in
charge.  There were neighbors looking
after them, but their Christmas was
blessed by some strangers from Holy
Spirit Lutheran Church.

I hope you all know how many
lives you have all touched with your
kindness, beginning with mine!
Thank you for all the donations of
food, gifts, cash and love! You truly
are an amazing Family of GOD!

Blood Drive
Thanks to all who participated in

the HSLC blood drive on Sunday
January 27: Eric Olsen, Kevin
Deleeuw, Debra Metzger, Debbie
Marshall, Mike Jolls, Janice
Demaree, Jan and Joe Ferraro, Jen
Anderson, Ron Isaacs, Judi Hempel,
JoAnn Engler, Joann Nance, Abby
Tsui.

Thanks to all who took the time to
donate the gift of life, and to the many
dedicated donors who have repeatedly
participated in our blood drives, as
well as the new donors. We had 12
sign-ins and collected 11 units. Hope
to see you at our next blood drive,
May 19, 2013.

Thanks & God bless,

Sue Mayer & Kevin Deleeuw

Family Promise
Thanks to all the volunteers who

helped the Family Promise families
feel welcome and loved, the weeks of
January 27 - February 10.
The evening hosts:
Kevin Deleeuw, Yvonne Drakeley,
Pat MacAlister, Debbie and Dave
Marshall, Patti and Jim Cassidy,
Denise Azbill, Eric Olsen, Rebecca
Stueland, Fred and Janice
Schrumm, Dean and Marcia
Chapman
The meal preparers/food donations:
Marcia and Dean Chapman, Sandy
Hughes, Ruby Collins, Debbie and
Dave Marshall, Patti Cassidy,
Yvonne Drakeley, Kristin Kerr,
JoAnn Nance, Susan Stone, Mary
and Terry West, Jo Wilson, Mike
and Karen Harris, Denise Azbill,
Eileen and Jay Miers, Marsha
Stephenson, Janet Zak, Alison
Rodriguez, Ann Taylor, Cindy
Bowles, Ruth Ann and Ron Isaacs,
Judi Hempel, Lynne Bogner, Susie
Johnson, Jan and Joe Ferraro, Mike
Jolls, Betty and Dick Kovach, Janice
and Fred Schrumm, Patti and Dick
Moyer, Sarah Echelbarger,
LaShone Manning, Norma Kesling,
the Fellowship Team

Family Promise (continued page 7)
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Seminary News

Dearest Friends at Holy Spirit,
Happy Spring to you all!

We are eagerly anticipating
warmer weather here in Iowa
City, and look forward to not
having to bundle up every time
we leave the house. The last
time we wrote to this newsletter,
we were a family of four. As of December 18, we became a
family of FIVE! I would like to introduce to you the newest
member of our family, Elise Pearl Adams born in the
peacefulness of our home on December 18, 2012 at 8:23pm.
She weighed an even 7 lbs and was 19.75 inches in length.
We are blessed beyond words for a safe delivery and beautiful
new baby girl!

Elise will be three months old this month and we are
enjoying her very much. She has learned to smile and loves it
when her big sister Lily and big brother Isaac play with her.

Speaking of Lily, she is
excelling in her homeschool
studies. What a bright and
mature girl Lily has become.
She is very active in her Girl
Scout troop, and has made
several friends. Lily has
found interest in writing
stories and playing music. She
is a very artistic and creative
child these days.

Isaac turned three years
old in February; with the help
of his family and friends he
had a blast at his Batman
Bowl-a-Rama Party. Isaac is
very much into superheroes;
he loves to run and climb and
has an amazing memory. He
enjoys creating stories and
loves to tell them to us as he is

getting ready for bed. Isaac is actively learning his shapes,
colors, letters, and numbers.  During our homeschool time, he
likes to call it “Superman School”. What a sense of humor!

Jason continues to learn and grow during this internship
year. Can you believe that we have a little over 4 months left

on internship? Then we pack up our house (for the third time)
and move back to Dubuque, IA where Jason will complete his
final year of seminary! I can’t believe this seminary journey is
almost over and around this time next year we will be
anticipating regional and synod assignments and waiting for
first call. We couldn’t have done this journey without the
Lord’s guidance and the love and support from all of you all.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support, and please
keep in touch with us. We miss you all!

With God’s infinite blessings,
Ivy, Jason, Lily, Isaac, and Elise Adams

Elise, Lily & Isaac in their tie-dye clothing

Lily in her Girl Scout
uniform

Jason giving bowling tips to
Isaac on his third birthday.

Elise minutes after her birth

Ivy at Isaac's birthday
Batman Bowl-a-Rama
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Dear Friends and Family,

Road Trip

Dear friends and Family,

So here’s the picture - one large man and four women stuffed into a
small car traveling through 12 states.  The poor man was exiled to the
back seat after his driver’s license expired and he had a conflict with
Berta, the GPS.  Strict luggage guidelines were communicated to all of
the female members of the traveling party, which most decided to
ignore, and resulted in a sardine sensation.

Old friends and family were connected with and God’s travelling mercies
were recognized and appreciated. Life is about relationships! It is true
relationships are the most crucial part of our lives, the most
challenging, and the most rewarding.

Word Snack -The power of traveling light—“Therefore, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)

While in Africa I was once riding my bike home from the village very
early in the morning and I was surprised to make a turn and discover a
very large python across the trail. There was no time to stop so I just
had to go over him. The fear of being grabbed was so great that there
was no thought of going back to make sure my keys didn’t fall out of my
pocket.  I wasn’t going back! Friends, don’t go back to that sin that wants to
grab you and suffocate you. God has a much greater purpose for your life.
Travel light and go far with God!

In His Love,
Bill and Debbie

Prayer Requests
1.  Safe travel - still many more states to travel to.
2.  Speaking a word of truth and encouragement to all we encounter.

Personal Address:
Bill and Debbie Miller

E. Tabanera 2757
5500 Mendoza

Argentina
Tel. VOIP 269-466-9616

mendozamiller@gmail.com

Mendoza Ministries

January 2013

Grandma Miller with three of her
six grandchildren

More family

Preferred poetry of Berta, our GPS

“Two roads diverged in a wood and I – I took the one less
traveled by.”

-Robert Frost
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces --

Luther & Cindy Creed 3/3/71
Warren & Ella Cady 3/11/50
Bob & Susan Stone 3/12/97
Dick & Bev Dietderich 3/13/51
Bill & Pam Brown 3/16/97
Will & Janice Demaree 3/20/82

Sabrina Ramirez 3/4
Jill Franczak 3/5
Dale Klimek 3/5
Leah Daniell 3/6
Dorothy Morrison 3/8
Janet Zak 3/8
Warren Cady 3/10
Paul Campbell 3/11
Alice Stoddard 3/11
Pam Droessler 3/12
Ben Dahlke 3/14
Stuart Beck 3/15
Carolina Caison 3/15
Rhea Delgado 3/17
Stan Tsui 3/17
Jayla Bowens 3/18
Dick Kovach 3/18
Zachary Bell-Nance 3/19
Helen Geraci 3/19
Ruth Ann Isaacs 3/20
Marcia Chapman 3/21
Terrance Howard 3/21
Richard Thompson 3/21
Pam Brown 3/23
Sandy Hughes 3/23
John LeClair 3/23
Rachel Tsui 3/23
Lisa Coffey 3/24
Norma Kesling 3/26
Mirium Tsui 3/26
Marna Lister 3/27
Allen Vaughn 3/28
Maria Alexander 3/29
Savannah Bourn 3/29
Jenny Klimek 3/29

Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory

Changes——

From: Charlie Kesling

Thank God for the many prayers
and thoughts which have been asked
on my behalf, by all my friends here at
Holy Spirit. I’m told that my stay in
the Surgery ICU at Valley Hospital
got a little bit scary for several days
and I am convinced that if not for the
power of all those prayers, the
outcome may have ended differently.

Please accept the deep thanks of
both myself and my family for those
prayers and for your many cards and
phone calls as I now recover here at
home. May God bless you all.

From: Bev & Keith Quirk
I have been the recipient of so

much love and support from our
church family these last months. I
appreciate the prayers, personal
messages, visits and flowers.  Thank
you!

The prayer shawl I received while
I was a patient in Bakersfield was such
a comfort, and I was surprised how
many employees were familiar with
this ministry.  Thank you, Faye.

Pastor Paul, I really appreciate
your visits.  I have had so many health
issues and these continue at this time,
but I know you will continue to
support both of us.  Both Keith and I
appreciate the support of Holy Spirit
families.

Lord,
Thank you for spending 33 years

with us:
for announcing Love

from the high heavens;
for introducing Love in an

obscure manger setting;
for living Love in a family

framework;
for sharing Love with the poor

and deprived and diseased;
for showing Love to the

unlovable and unloving;
for letting little children

feel Love in your arms;
for suffering on a cross

because of Love;
for loosing Love upon the

world to take up
residence in us;

for your Love that will
not let us go. Amen.

—Forrest Nees

Some people are kind, polite, and
sweet-spirited — until you try to
get into their pew.

—George Goldtrap
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